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WINTER SPRINKLER BAN 

Statement by Minister for Water 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.11 am]: I rise to inform the house of the recently 
announced permanent winter sprinkler ban that will commence 1 June and continue through until 31 August. 

Perth has just experienced its hottest and driest summer on record. No rain has been recorded since 
0.2 millimetres fell on 7 February. Before that fall, the city had received no rain since 0.6 millimetres fell on 
20 November 2009. This government is well prepared to meet the challenges of the responsible management of 
our water resources, and the permanent winter sprinkler ban is a demonstration of our ability to act decisively. 
Last winter we instigated a trial winter sprinkler ban. It was a resounding success. The water saved was 
approximately 2.2 billion litres—a full year’s water supply for Collie or Manjimup.  

The community embraced the conservation message with survey results showing agreement for a winter 
sprinkler ban from over 90 per cent of respondents. Feedback from the trial indicated the need to incorporate 
maintenance operation time for bore pumps and for the boundary to be considered using evapotranspiration rates 
as well as rainfall data. Individuals, community groups and industry representatives made themselves heard 
during this trial. The community agrees with this government that winter sprinkler bans should be permanent. 
The ban will apply to people using scheme water, bore water and licensed water users, specifically: local 
government, golf courses, educational institutions, government departments and race complexes. Bore water 
users will be able to flush their pumps once a week to stop silt building up. There are specific exemptions for 
industries such as turf farms, nurseries, market gardens and other water dependent industries. The Minister for 
Water is able to alter the dates annually depending on rainfall and subsequent water availability. 

Outside the winter period, the existing water efficiency measures; that is, the two and three-day-a-week watering 
rosters and daytime sprinkler bans, will continue to apply. 
 


